
 

Handy guide

GCSE BASICS FOR PARENTS
This guide provides a brief overview of the accronyms and terminology used in 
education regarding your child’s GCSEs. It’ll help you to better understand the GCSE and 
to provide support.

Exam boards

There are several examination boards in England and Wales. The main boards are AQA, Edexcel (now called 
Pearson), OCR and WJEC (WJEC is the Welsh schools’ exam board but is known as Eduqas for schools in 
England.)

Each exam board will offer a course specification for as many GCSEs, A Levels or vocational courses as 
they wish to support. The boards’ specifications are approved by the Government.

Your child will be studying many courses, that may well be from different exam boards. For example, 
English Language may be with AQA, History may be Edexcel and Computer Science may be with OCR. 
This is entirely normal as each department in each school will select the exam board specification for their 
subject that they deem most suitable for the students they teach.
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Specifications

Each course will have a specification which contains all of the points relevant to the subject that should 
be taught. Specifications outline the scope of the course for teachers to be delivered over two years. 
Some schools deliver them over more time too. There is a huge amount for students to learn over this 
period so some students print and use the specifications as a checklist for revision. The language used 
in many specifications however, can make it more difficult for students to understand exactly what is 
required. ClearRevise breaks this down simply in each subject guide.

An IGCSE is an International version of a GCSE. IGCSEs are commonly used in the independent sector 
as well as in international schools but have the same level of rigour and recognition as GCSEs.
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Course modules

In some subjects, for example English Literature 
and History, students will study only some 
elements of the specification. It is helpful to 
find out from your child or their school which 
options they are studying within these subjects. 
In English Literature (a separate GCSE from 
English Language), find out which novels they 
will study, and which poetry anthology they 
are going to be examined on. In History, it will 
include which topics they will study. 
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Exams and coursework

Most courses at GCSE and A Level are now 
externally examined which means students will 
sit a formal exam, usually in a school hall. Some 
subjects such as Design & Technology, still 
have a coursework element, (now called Non-
examined Assessment or NEA.) This is marked 
by teachers and moderated by exam board 
specialists to check the marks  
are fair and consistent  
across the country.
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Explore the series and find out more at www.clearrevise.com

Exam dates and details

Each exam board will have a web page that outlines the date and the details of each examination. The 
ClearRevise guides also contain other useful details such as the grade boundaries, exam tips and mark 
allocations.
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Success at GCSE

GCSE success determines the pathways 
available to your child post-16. This may be a 
vocational course, an apprenticeship or A Levels.

GCSEs are measured with grades 9 to 1 with 9 
being the highest. This replaced the A-G system 
in 2016. A level 4 is regarded as a standard pass 
and is necessary in English and Maths to avoid 
retakes. A Level 5 is regarded as a strong pass. 
The equivalent of the old ‘A’ is about a Level 
7. Level 9 grades are only given to the highest
performing percentage of students in the
country for that course or examination.
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GCSE options

Whilst many subjects are compulsory (for 
example English, Maths and Science), there are 
plenty of other optional GCSE subjects. Some 
schools may add subjects to their own list of 
mandatory subjects, but they will still offer some 
choice at GCSE. It is also possible to register as 
a private candidate with some exam boards to 
take some additional GCSEs outside of those 
offered by the school. The school may also help 
with this. Additional GCSEs commonly include 
other languages such as Latin, Mandarin and 
Urdu.

7

Find the times and dates of all the exams from the exam 
board websites so you can plan around these dates. The 
school will likley provide an exam timetable as well.

Exam timetables
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Edexcel GCSE
History 1HI0

Experience + science + beautiful design = better results

Absolute clarity is the aim with a new generation of revision

guide. This guide has been expertly compiled and edited by

outstanding teachers of history, highly experienced examiners

and a good measure of scientific research into what makes

revision most effective.

PG Online have a record of significantly raising and

sustaining GCSE examination results in schools using their

award-winning teaching resources.

Past examination questions are essential to good preparation,

improving understanding and confidence. This guide has

combined revision with tips and more practice questions than

you could shake a stick at. All the essential ingredients for

getting a grade you can be really proud of.

Each specification topic has been distilled into the key features

to help you get top marks in the examination. Questions

on all topics assessing knowledge, understanding, analysis

and evaluation are all specifically and carefully devised

throughout this book.

www.clearrevise.com

Illustrated revision and practice:

• Nearly 200 marks of examination style questions

• Answers provided for all questions within the book

• Illustrated topics to improve memory and recall

• Specification references for each topic

• Examination tips and techniques
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AQA GCSE French 8652

ClearRevise
Illustrated revision and practice

AQA GCSE
French
8652
Foundation & Higher

Experience + science + beautiful design = better results

Absolute clarity is the aim with a new generation of revision

guide. This guide has been expertly compiled and edited by

native French speakers, highly experienced teachers,

senior examiners and a good measure of scientific research

into what makes revision most effective.

PG Online have a record of significantly raising and sustaining

GCSE examination results in schools using their award-winning

teaching resources.

Examination style questions are essential to good preparation,

improving understanding and confidence. This guide has

combined revision with tips and more practice questions than

you could shake a stick at. All the essential ingredients for getting

a grade you can be really proud of.

Each specification topic has been carefully broken down with

helpful vocabulary and grammar for the listening, speaking,

reading and writing exam papers.

www.clearrevise.com

Illustrated revision and practice:

• Suitable for Foundation and Higher 

• Over 300 examination style questions

• Answers provided for all questions within the book

• Full transcripts and recordings for all questions

• Illustrated topics to improve memory and recall

• Specification references for each topic

• Examination tips and techniques
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Experience + science + beautiful design = better results

Absolute clarity is the aim with a new generation of revision

guide. This guide has been expertly compiled and edited by

successful authors of English texts, highly experienced

examiners and a good measure of scientific research into

what makes revision most effective.

PG Online have a record of significantly raising and

sustaining examination results at GCSE in schools using their

award-winning teaching resources.

Past examination questions are essential to good preparation,

improving understanding and confidence. This guide has

combined revision with tips and more practice questions than

you could shake a stick at. All the essential ingredients for getting

a grade you can be really proud of.

This guide approaches each exam question individually, and

provides detailed content coverage and insightful exam tips

to help you achieve top marks. Model answers to all exam

questions are carefully devised throughout this book.

www.clearrevise.com

Illustrated revision and practice:

• Over 350 marks of examination-style questions

• Answers provided for all questions within the book

• Illustrated topics to improve memory and recall

• Fully matched to AQA Paper 1 and Paper 2

• Examination tips and techniques
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AQA GCSE English Language 8700
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Download specifications and past papers for your child 
directly from the exam board websites.

Specifications and past papers


